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SUBJECT: THAI-LAO TRADE AGREEMENT 

1. THAI AND LAO NEGOTIATORS HAVE APPARENTLY REACHED AGREE- 
MENT ON A COMPREHENSIVE TRADE PACT WHICH WOULD POSTER TRADE 
BETWEEN THE TWO STATES. THAI DEPUTY COMMERCE MINISTER PROK 
AMMRANAN RETURNED PROM VIENTIANE MAY 18 ALTER INITIALLING 
AN AGREEMENT WITH LAOTIAN DEPUTY MINISTER FOR COMMERCE AND 
TRADE KAMMA POMKONG. THAIS HAVE APPARENTLY AGREED TO CONDUCT 
TRADE ON A GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT BASIS, WITH THE THAI 
COMMERCE MINISTRY SERVING AS THE LOCAL POINT POR COORDINATION 
OP PRIVATE TRADE WITH LAOS. PRESS REPORTED THAT THE AGREE- 
MENT INDICATES THAT THAILAND WILL PURCHASE TIMBER, COFPEE 
BEANS, AND ELECTRICITY FROM LAOS AND LAOS WILL BUY RICE, 

DAIRY PRODUCTS, TEXTILES AND CONSUMER GOODS FROM THAILAND. 

THAIS ARE REPORTEDLY EXPECTED TO PURCHASE 200,000 BAHT 
(US$10,000) OF TIMBER PER YEAR. LAOTIANS APPARENTLY 
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ARE SEEKING TO RAISE THE COST OP ELECTRICITY SUPPLIED TO 
THAILAND PROM THE NAM NGUM HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT. 

2. VIENTIANE IS APPARENTLY ALSO INTERESTED IN CONCLUDING 
A RELATED AGREEMENT ON TRANSIT OP GOODS TO LAOS. ON 
THIS QUESTION, PRESS REPORTED THAT THE THAI DELEGATION 
PROPOSED PROVIDING MORE TRUCKS AND PERRIES AT NONG KHAI, 
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MORE STORAGE FACILITIES, AND LOWER TRANSPORTATION COSTS 
BOTH INTO AND OUT OF LAOS. THE THAI DELEGATION TOLD THE 
PRESS THAT THE LAOTIAN SIDE WAS CONSIDERING THE PROPOSALS. 

3. MFA OFFICIAL CONFIRMED TO US MAY 18 THAT THE DELEGATIONS 
IN VIENTIANE HAD WORKED OUT A COMPREHENSIVE AGREEMENT, 
PATTERNED ALONG THE LINES OF THE AGREEMENT CONCLUDED BE- 
TWEEN THE SRV AND THAILAND. THE TEXT WILL BE REVIEWED 
NOW THAT PROK HAS RETURNED TO BANGKOK. IF THE-AGREEMENT 
PROVES SATISFACTORY TO BOTH GOVERNMENTS, MFA OFFICIAL 
SAID THAT FONMIN UPPADIT WOULD PROBABLY VISIT VIENTIANE 
TO SIGN THE PACT. 

4. COMMENT: A TRADE PACT WILL BE ANOTHER BLOCK IN RECON- 
STRUCTING A PRAGMATIC AND MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN SOCIALIST LAOS AND THAILAND, A PROCESS WHICH WAS 
RESUMED UNDER THE KRIANGSAK ADMINISTRATION. HOWEVER, 

FROM THE FRAGMENTARY INDICATIONS OF VOLUME WE HAVE SEEN 
SO FAR, TRADE WILL BE CONDUCTED AT A RELATIVELY LOW LEVEL. 
ITS POTENTIAL IMPACT WILL BE GREATER IN THE POLITICAL 

THAN IN THE COMMERCIAL FIELD. 

WHITEHOUSE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TRADE AGREEMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 may 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BANGK014491 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D78021 5-0309 

Format: TEL 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780535/aaaabddy.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f7ca8a99-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 7 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2621416 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THAI-LAO TRADE AGREEMENT 
TAGS: PEPR, ETRD, LA, TH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f7ca8a99-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



